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Guitarist Craig Snyder unleashes his own colorful brew of music and rhythm with his jazz-rock fusion band at Eddie O'Brien’s Bar and

Grill in Canandaigua last week.

Riffs and
grinds

The real-life story of a guitar hero

By PHILIP ANSELMO
Psessangar Post Siaf

CANANDAIGTA — Craig Snveler
hails from & small town in
Appabuiin —a ‘-:I|'||r|'.i.'¢.|-cl" litt =
city named Franklin, north of Pilts-
|"'|T':J"- wiesld ol Ul Uil setihed an
bend na pough steetch of the
Adlestheny

He g his first guitar mail-order
(o s @l in the bsaek of 5 |'-:'||||||:-|r
Mechanics magagime. He was 12
s il

*It was just unplayable,” he says.

snyder and his fatkwer il dowwn
the action inan attempt to bring the
slrings e closse |'||-:'|u;.1h Len puliay
— bagt it was no go. So the family
e i andd Boagght b s edecirie
amitar and an amp feoan JCPenney.

Fles sed imte it like 2 mian odsessed,
apuic kly gradusating from the ehythng
sl Bloes ol thee Bt bes and Oree-
dence Clearwater Revival to the
spwseel and erunech of Jowi Henadrix,
Cream and King Crimson.

“I learned to play by ear, by imita-
Liean anwd |||i|||i-:'|'_|.'|".ﬂ.'1:|.'.~= snyder. ]
paissed literally entire days studying
therory bBocks and bonebed oser iy
record player — vou know, vinyl
albims, Tk sipchie e,

Fosr a while, b was just a copy-
ol |4-;|.|'r|i|||.f Lhies praal o,

*The epiphany came when [ was
|."||“ EH H||_1,'r|4=|'. “T sl ddewwwny 1o
little library, checked out & thick
bsicaks ezl bl T Fasssequticuls od
Musie’ and learmed all the mechan-
s ol misie, ™

Theaw, in his senior vear of high
iyl .‘"~||'_|.'r|-e'|';|{-:'|l cal bl down Lo
the main office. They put him a
Fosain with “soane ;.1||.1.'“1 wheor ol T
b scored high on an aptitude test
foar bapsiness; aml arecnting. A
commmunity cillege nearby offered
i 58 Duall=piches t.-:'linl.:urr-:l‘lu::-

“I asked them, [ =aid: * s there
msie?™" says Snvder, “Theesy told
me: Mo

Bt b werit — lassdesd il
semesters before he took of . That
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Ag the Bristol Street bar quiets down for the night, guitarist Craig
Snyder plays with his jazz-rock fusion band.

wias abont 1HE0, bee savs He toanred
the south in a pop-rock cover band
eallesd [ronalibe |"|.:|._l,-I urilil thew Brokoes
up a vear Lter.

Fles wwaesn 't auite sure whiad to oo,

Then somemsne told im about the
T minesiie seeqpe in Rocliester,
where they had shows seven days a
week, Plus the legal drinking age
was 18, amd soane new conmnily
mnsie puhlieation azlli=d Freetinge:
had jist come oat.

Pt b alter bee perved he iled
a gig with the origmal Coasters —
sl b s ‘4|ri_1{|r|.:|.|," b feape Ihqv_l,'
scld their name and becane a so0
af musical Tmanchise, he says, They
played live imoa tent in front of more
thzn I, (HHI |'||'||-|'||-e'

*1 was hand-selected by them,”
sy Anvder, “When [ say hand-

slected, ©mesn they knesw [ eeald
cut thee gig”

Fromn |’|'||u¢:|.'|'.'.:|.||'|.:|. ey Perm Yam
to Camandaimes, Snyder kept an,
FricBCingE i noosie degress anad Tesh
ing jobs along the way

He werked at Naribhilield Mosie
Studics im Pitisford, at Hossi Music
in 1.';-1r|;u|||:-|||.f||:-|_ Langghl 2 an
adjunct at Finger Lakes Commmumily
I:'ullqlp:_-e'. He :-||'r.'|||p:_|'r| I e hilis
and pioneered a rock and blues
groam al Heoschstein Seaol

Meanwhile, he kepd on with his
cow veribures indo the jaesaock
fusbin genre, cven produced an
allbpmy Tt earmesd a e pick
from Guitar Player magaxine. His
bunid, thiee Uraig H||_1,'r|4=|' Fusion
Cipoanpr, plays in amnd arooed
Canannighn




